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Foreword 


I praise and thank Allah swt for blessing one of His humble servants with 

an opportunity to compile this book. It is indeed a great favour from Allah 

swt which this fageer! is very much in need of. 
OS 


O Rabb! Surely, I am in desperate need of whatever good that You may send 
down to me. (Surah Qasas 28:24) 


Why is this book written? 
There are five main aims for writing this book. 


1. In our lifetime, we come across several solar and lunar eclipses. 
However, there is very little literature available in the English 
language that explains, at a reasonable level of detail, this topic based 
on the Sunnah of the Prophet # and the practice of his blessed 
companions. Accordingly, a need was felt to compile a resource that 
could fill this gap and become a source of Sadaga Jariyyah? for the 
author, reviewers, and publisher. 

2. During the review of books of figh (448) that are taught in most of the 
traditional Madaris in South Asia, it was identified that the pieces of 
evidence behind various fiqhi opinions are not always elaborated. This, 


1 Fageer means someone who is in desperate need of something. This meaning is 
evident in the ayah quoted above 


2 Sadaga Jariyyah means ‘a charity that continues, even after a person's death’ 
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often, becomes confusing for the students of knowledge. Therefore, we 
decided to write a book on the figh al-hadith relating to the prayer of the 
eclipse while presenting the relevant ahadith, opinions of the 
companions, and the practice of early generations which form the basis 
of various interpretations and fighi positions concerning the matter at 
hand. 

3. In the Madaris?, the same chapters of the books of hadith are not taught 
concurrently. For example, a student studying the book of eclipses 
from one of the books of hadith would not be studying the same 
chapter from other books of hadith at the same time. He would rather 
study them at different times. It is because the usual focus in our 
seminaries is on ‘completing the books’ rather than comprehensively 
covering the relevant topics comprehensively and analytically. There 
are a few aspects that need consideration regarding this approach. 
One, a lot of the content is repeated (as the same ahadith, often with 
different chains of narrators, appear in multiple books). Though it is 
good to cover them multiple times as means of reminder and 
reinforcement of learning, however, the available time can be utilized 
more effectively by engaging in deeper analysis and interpretation of 
the relevant traditions. Two, because of the current approach, a 
comparative analysis of all the relevant ahadith or a holistic view of the 
complete hadith literature on a particular topic is not possible. We 
believe that if all the relevant ahadith from various books of hadith are 
gathered under the relevant topics and studied together, it would be a 
much more productive way of studying these topics and covering 
them with more depth and breadth. iCAN Sama-O-Basr publication is 
therefore working on a project to create and publish books of this 
genre. The present book is a part of this initiative. As per the objectives 
of the project, the intention for writing this book was to compile all the 


3 Islamic Seminaries 


The Prayer of Eclipse | 12 


¡CANSAMA-O-BASRPUBLICATIONS 


relevant ahadith and athar*(;) regarding the topic of Salatul Khusoof ( x- 
3,5) in a Isingle book. It is, however, to be noted that though we set 
out to write this book with the above-mentioned intention (i.e. to 
collect all the relevant ahadith on the topic), 1t is possible that we might 
not have included every single hadith on the topic. However, we feel 
pleased that the following are fully covered in this book: 

i. The Ba'ab of Al-Khusoof from the book of Salah in Mishkat ul 

Masabeeh 

ii. The book of Al-Kusoof from Saheeh Bukhari 
iii. The book of Al-Kusoof from Saheeh Muslim 
iv. The book of Al-Kusoof from Sunan Nasai 

v. The book of the prayer of Al-Kusoof from Muwatta Imam Malik 
vi. Other relevant ahadith from several books of hadith 

4. The concept of the eclipse is taught to the seekers of sacred knowledge 
under several disciplines including Astronomy (taught in Madaris 
under a subject called Falkiyat), Figh, Hadith, Tafseer, and comparative 
religion. This book is written in a manner that comprehensively covers 
the relevant aspects from all these disciplines within one book so that 
this book can be used as a textbook on the subject in Islamic 
universities and other higher education institutions. 

5. Finally, and most importantly, the author wrote this book for his own 
benefit. Whenever his friends need some information from him, he 
considers this as a gift from Allah swt and tries to provide them witha 
resource that would be beneficial for them. In doing so, he enhances 
his own learning and understanding through research intending to 
accumulate Sadaga Jariyyah through these efforts. His key drive and 
motivation behind this effort is the hadith of the Prophet # which 
explains that once a person departs this world, one of the forms of 
continued charity that he can leave behind is the useful knowledge that 
people continue to benefit from. May Allah swt enable the author and 


4 The word ‘Athar means the ‘signs that remain’. In the field of Usool Al-Hadith, it 
refers to the sayings, actions and approvals of the companions, their successors (i.e. 
tabi’een) and sometimes the successors of successors (e.g. taba-tabi’een). 
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¡CAN to create a legacy that would benefit many generations to come 
inshaAllah. 


Please Note: 


- Though an attempt has been made that the ahadith are not repeated 
where they convey the same message, in certain cases, it was required 
to mention them again in order to present them as evidence for certain 
rulings. 

- When the same or a very similar hadith occurs in multiple books, only 
a few references are mentioned under the hadith rather than the 
complete list of all the books and chapters in which it occurs. 

- As suggested by a few brothers during the review of previous books, 
a short summary has been included at the beginning of this book for 
the readers who just want a quick overview without needing to know 
the background details and the relevant evidence. 


A request to the readers: 


If you find anything incorrect or in need of improvement in this book, or 
if you have any suggestions regarding future books, you are requested to 
inform the author. He will try his best to act on the recommendations 
inshaAllah. The author can be contacted at: 


A 


(2p 
5 admin@australianislamiclibrary.org 


You are also requested to remember the author’s parents, his family, and 
himself in your Duas. 


A note to any publishers interested in publishing this book: 


We are pleased to inform you that ¡CAN Sama-O-Basr does not hold any 
copyrights for the books it publishes. You are given full permission to 
print this book for free distribution, or sale at a reasonable price. The 
author does not require any share in the income from the sale. You are 
also given the right to improve the contents and update if you find a need. 
Any such update, however, should be referred back to the author or a 
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reliable scholar. Also, in case you decide to publish this book, the author 
would be obliged to receive a copy of it. 


Dua: 


In the end, I make a dua to Allah swt to accept this humble effort and 
forgive any mistakes in this work. May Allah swt make this book a source 
of forgiveness of the very many sins of the author and become a source of 
sadagah jariyyah for him and his family who enabled him to make this 
effort. Ameen. 


Muhammad Nabeel Musharraf - Dhu 1-Hijjah 1442 / July 2021 
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1. Summary of the book 


1.1 The sun and moon are signs of Allah 


The sun and the moon are the signs of Allah swt and one can learn a lot 
from the phenomena associated with them. Allah swt has invited us to 


reflect upon them and ponder. 





040, Au y Gre a, co. 2 pe Y 4 
IN N A SA e gle & O} 


z 


Cals E Nee AA ET Gad 
A Vas Y Ida 





Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and the earth and the alternation 
of the day and night, there are signs for people of reason. 


(They are) those who remember Allah while standing, sitting, and 
lying on their sides, and reflect on the creation of the heavens and the 
earth ‘and pray’, “Our Lord! You have not created "all of” this without 
purpose. Glory be to You! Protect us from the torment of the Fire. 


Surah Aal Imran 3:190-191 
e (sil A pets ill Yi 2d yds Sgn Y st gills AN a 
< Petes “uss ob ans el 


And from His signs are the night and the day, as well as the sun and 
the moon: [hence,] adore not the sun or the moon, but prostrate 
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yourselves in adoration before Allah, who has created them if it is He 


who you [really] worship. 





In the pre-Islamic times, the Arabs, just like the rest of the world, were 
engulfed in superstitions. When the son of our beloved Prophet #, 
Ibrahim, died; there happened to be an eclipse. People associated that 
with Ibrahim’s death. At that time when any false prophet would have 
warmly welcomed such association, the true Messenger of Allah #8 stood 
up against it and said to people that the eclipses are natural phenomena, 
and they are not related to anyone’s birth or death (as explained in section 
4.2). These words of our beloved should echo in our minds, and we should 
never give in to any form of superstitions. 


1.2 A time for reflection 


als 


At the time of an eclipse, the Messenger of Allah & used to engage in 
prayer and dua. Concern and worry could be seen in him as he knew that 
the previous generations misunderstood natural phenomena like these 
when those were actually the indicators of the punishment of Allah. It is 
also to be kept in mind that when the day of judgment would come, the 
normal motion and movement of the stars and planets will be unsettled. 
It is accordingly very important to not think that the day of judgment is 
far. One should always be in preparation for that, and such times should 
serve as a reminder that the One who is keeping these celestial bodies in 
their place can also let them loose and they can strike each other 
destroying everything. 


1.3 The term used for the salah of the eclipse 


This prayer is called ‘Salatul Kusoof or “Salatul khusoof . Both these words 
have almost the same meaning (i.e. to get covered in darkness) and are 
used interchangeably in the hadith literature. They denote the solar as 
well as lunar eclipses. Further details on this aspect can be seen in chapter 
2 where the relevant terms have been explained along with the evidence 
for their meaning from the Quran and Sunnah. 


1.4 Method of offering Salatul Khusoof 
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This prayer is a sunnah prayer and it is recommended for it to be 
observed in a congregation in a masjid. The women can also attend it. 
An announcement for the prayer of the eclipse is recommended to be 
made. The Prophet # is reported to have sent a caller out who called 
people chanting the words: “As-Salatul Jamiah’ (a collective prayer [is 
being organized]). 

The recommended time for offering this prayer is during the time of 
the eclipse. However, it can also be prayed soon after the eclipse 
finishes. However, it is not to be offered a long time afterward. 

Salatul Khusoof comprises of two Raka’atoS . Each rak'ah has 
additional bowings (rukoo £95)) in them. There are various reports 
regarding the number of rukoos in each rak’ah of salatul khusoof. The 
recommended position which is backed by several ahadith is that there 
should be two rukoos in each rak’ah. There has to be recitation done in 
between the rukoos. Each time when one gets up from the rukoo, one 
has to say SamiAllahu Li Man Hamidah. Between the first and the second 
rukoo, al-Fatiha and a portion of the Quran has to be read. 

There are two opinions with regards to whether the recitation in Salatul 
Khusoof is to be done aloud or not. One of the positions is that if the 
eclipse happens during the day, it should be done without being loud 
whereas if it happens during the night, it can be offered in a manner 
that the congregation can hear the recitation. 

The giyam, rukoo, and sujood in this salah are to be long. The first rak’ah 
is made longer than the second. The duration of recitation is mentioned 
to be as much time as what is sufficient to recite Surah Al-Bagarah (i.e. 
approx. 1 hour). However, some scholars (e.g. Imam Nawawi) also 
allowed shorter durations as there is no command in the ahadith 
regarding the minimum acceptable length for giyam. In addition, there 
are also athar about some shorter Surahs being recited in this prayer. 
One should say shahadah after the prayer. It is also recommended to do 
dhikr after the salah. One can say Allahu Akbar, Subhan Allah and other 
tasbeehat. We are commanded to give sadaqah when an eclipse happens 
as we learn from several ahadith. 

After the prayer, the Imam should give a khutbah. The prophet & 
talked in his khutbah about not having superstitions about the natural 
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phenomenon, the trials in the grave, the Jannah and the hell fire, and 
the actions that can lead to them, and having shame from Allah. 

- When offering the prayer of the eclipse, one should keep in 
consideration the inner dimensions associated with it and remind 
himself that this worldly life is going to end one day and the whole of 
humanity will be gathered together in rows for the judgment to begin. 
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2. What is the term used for the eclipses? 


There are various opinions about the words Kusoof or Khusoof. 


- Some scholars say that the word Kusoof is used for solar eclipse while 
khusoof is used for the lunar eclipse. 

- However, many scholars consider that both these words are used for 
eclipses in general and are not specifically related to a particular type 
of eclipse. 


We consider the latter to be the more correct position as we see the use of 
these words interchangeably in various ahadith. This opinion is 
established through the following analysis in which the use of the words 
Khsuoof and Kusoof in the Quran and Sunnah is studied. 


2.1 The word Khasafa = is used for the moon: 


The word Khusoof can be used for lunar eclipse as we see in the Quran: 





oa 4 


N aas >> 











And the moon is eclipsed (or “dimmed’ or ‘is buried in darkness’) 


Surah Qtyamah 75:8 


2.2 The words ‘Khasafa’ can be used for the solar eclipse too: 





la Asma' said: I came to Ayesha 
R.A. when the people were 
standing (in prayer) and she 
was also praying. I said: What BG ye ech 256 cet ene 
is this excitement of the l 
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people for? And the rest ofthe | iis u 21% La e i 15 ALS SÓ 
hadith was narrated in the 


same manner (as narrated in | = >= Es a „U 
other traditions that came a veh meet ass 43 
above this in Saheeh Muslim). 
Urwa said: Do not say | ¿9% ¿5 «sl ye ine 3 Out 
Kasafat-ush-Shamsu, but sa EN Cee éE ee ie 
fi Y | g aS il ás FY Jú 
Khasafat-ush-Shamsu. 
i 3a a 4, \ “ a > 


Sahih Muslim 905b, c 


The above nomenclature has been adopted by most of the fugaha, i.e. they 
use the word “kusoof for the lunar eclipse and “khusoof for the solar 
eclipse. 














2.3 The word 'Kasafa’ is used for the sun as well as the moon: 





2. Narrated Abu Bakra: Allah's 23 3% as JG iss es o 
Messenger (#) said: "The sun 


ge Fo. Er Ns A A 
and the moon are two signs ES al oF ge Bee 


amongst the signs of Allah | » plus ale $ Je Ai a Ob 
and they do not eclipse 


because of the death of | Y Ál oG Es s LET sa ás o! 


someone but Allah frightens jus a ae us TAR A f E 
His devotees with them." 


N a- 


¿Sus ls GE 


cii is df we gh Jus 


T 2 


lo 25 ss hl we 5 Ls da 


MB. Ge Fee a ree 
ale 28 ie 


7 


E 
Gn 


a 
ale dl de cll A 
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sus tag Ol qe = = 


Sahih al-Bukhari 1048 





24 The word ‘Khasafa’ is used for the sun as well as the moon: 


Imam Bukhari has made a ae with the heading; “Should one say: The 
sun Kasafat or Khasafat? gh: da5 Bicis AS Js sek. In this 
heading, he has quoted the ayah x814:33to indicate the word Khasafa is 


used for the moon. The question then remains if this word can be used for 
solar eclipse as well or not. The answer to that can be found in the hadith 
that he mentions in this chapter. In this hadith, the words Kasafa and 
Khasafa are used interchangeably which explains that either of these two 
words can be used for either of the two forms of the eclipse. This hadith 
also shows that the word ‘Khasafa’ can be used for the lunar as well as 
solar eclipse. 





3. Narrated Ayesha R.A.: (the | ¿Avis JG. y ae 
wife of the Prophet) On the oe l E 
day when the sun Khasafat | SU PUE cil oF Je us 
(eclipsed) Allah's Messenger et Si 5; bse af es de 
(=) prayed; he stood up and 

said Takbir and recited a | > 

prolonged recitation, then he 
performed a _ prolonged 
bowing, then he raised his € al gb 555 fi Só alas eae aN 
head and said, "Samia l-Lahu |. . ., u 

Lyman Hamidah," and then ce Jus das oF E Ayb ES & 
remained standing and ch 5% € gh LS ¿Ús ode iy) ahi 
recited a prolonged recitation u ed : P P 
which was shorter than the E nen 


first. Then he performed a A 3:5 2 e if 2% SAS ES 
prolonged bowing which was 


shorter than the first. Then he 4055) 3 Je 4 Aso Be Aa ? 
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prostrated and prolonged the 
prostration and he did the 
same in the second rak'ah as in 
the first and then finished the 
prayer with Taslim. By that 
time the sun (eclipse) had 
cleared He addressed the 
people and said, "The sun and 
the moon are two of the signs 
of Allah; they do not eclipse 
(Yakhsifan) because of the 
death or the life (i.e. birth) of 
someone. So when you see 


them make haste for the 


prayer." 
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Sahih al-Bukhari 1047 
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3. Eclipses: Between science and Religion 


In this chapter, we will review the following: 


- The viewpoint of various religions in the world 
- The scientific description of how eclipses happen 


The viewpoint of Islam is explained in the next chapter. 


Anyone who reads, with an unbiased mind, the Islamic viewpoint on this 
matter and then compares it with what other religions and science say 
about it, would definitely realize and appreciate that Islam is the final true 
religion of God for all mankind to follow and the guidance it provides is 
universal and timeless. 


3.1 Eclipses, mythology, and Islamic viewpoint 
3.1.1 Curiosity - an important human trait 


It is a human tendency that whenever it sees something great, it tries to 
find an explanation about it. Humans are filled with curiosity (Kidd & 
Hayden, 2015; Kobayashi et al., 2019) that prompts them to understand 
the reality of matters. This curiosity has enabled man to make astounding 
discoveries over the ages. However, when a proper explanation of certain 
phenomena is not known to him through observation, experiment, or 
knowledge that is believed to have authentically come down from the 
Divine, he often comes up with some myths to explain them (Blackwell, 
2002, p. 7; Mark, 2018; What Is a Myth?, 2005). This has resulted in 
folklores and tales being created about many phenomena that the man of 
the past was not able to decipher and accordingly came up with certain 
myths to satisfy his urge to know the explanation behind them. Humans, 
generally speaking, like to make stories and then learn from them and 
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govern their actions based on them. The case of eclipses is not much 
different. There have been diverse opinions and myths about this 
phenomenon among various religions of the world as elaborated in this 
chapter. Some believe that they happen because of a demon or a large 
animal trying to eat the sun and moon; while others believe that the 
eclipses are a result of wars between the sun and the moon and they need 
to be counselled to come out of this war for the broader benefit of 
everyone. Other myths try to explain the phenomena in other ways. In 
this chapter, we have presented a literature review about some of these 
myths and identified some common themes in them. 


Another reason why the myths about eclipses were created is that the Sun 
was (and still is) worshipped in many cultures as a god (De, 1931; Quirke, 
2001; Swanton, 1928; Taylor, 1993), and anything happening to it was 
supposed to be explained. Looking at its power and brightness, people 
thought that this must be the god. However, any person of intellect and 
reason would not give in to such a belief and consider a worldly object a 
diety. Amun-Ra to the Egyptians, Helios to the Greeks, goddess 
Amaterasu for the Japanese, and Saule for several Baltic cultures - the sun 
has been revered and worshiped as a god across various parts of the 
globe. Not everyone is like Ibrahim A.S.5 who, when he saw the sunset, 
immediately realized that had it been the God, it would never set (Syed 
Maududi, 1981). The real God is the one Who created it and everything 
else. Not realizing this, many people still consider the sun to be divine 
and worship it. Consider the following passage from the Quran that 
invites every person of intellect to think about Who the real Creator is and 
how deviated this idea of having false deities is. 





o 2 p signe h oo z 292 PE 1 $ 4 2, 
N ee ES REA SO se 


Pi Ulei ia JG yb e LAY JG ei EL US 


224 


wirst TA es a Ju as, gee ES les HE así asi ir as & Ge 4 op jú 











5 Wherever we use the abbreviation A.S. in this book, it refers to the Arabic phrase Alaihi As-Salam (i.e. 
peace be upon him) 
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Pra ds cll ets ds y to y de 





We showed Ibrahim the kingdom of the heavens and the earth, so he 
became one of the firm believers. Then, when the night overshadowed 
him with its darkness, he beheld a star; [and] he exclaimed, "This is 
my Rabb!" - but when it went down, he said, "I love not the things that 
go down." Afterward, he saw the moon shining, he said; "This is my 
Rabb." But when it also set, he cried: "If my Rabb does not guide me, 
I shall certainly become one of those who go astray." Then when he 
saw the sun with its brighter shine, and he said: "This must be my 
Rabb; it is larger than the other two." But when it also set, he 
exclaimed: "O my people! I am done with your shirk (associating 
partners with Allah). I have turned my face towards the One Who has 
originated the heavens and the earth—being upright—and I am not 





one of the polytheists.” 





Surah An'am 6:75-79 


Things, however, are changing now. The man of today can decipher the 


realities of these celestial bodies and the phenomena of nature. It can 


understand the exact details of why, how, when, and where they happen. 


It is now the time for the adherents of various faiths to assess what their 


religions tell them. They can then ask themselves the million-dollar 


question: Would such knowledge come from a true religion? If not, which 


religion provides an explanation for such phenomena of nature that 


describes them exactly as they are? We invite adherents of all religions to 





discover what the Prophet of Islam, Muhammad # 


(countless blessings 


and peace of Allah be upon him), said about these phenomena more than 


1400 years ago - at the time when there were no telescopes and people 


used to believe in all sorts of myths. We invite adherents of all religions 


to ponder if the knowledge on this matter that Islam provides could come 


from anywhere else but the true religion of God. 


This chapter is an attempt to answer some of the above questions and 


present a comparative overview of religious beliefs on the matter of 
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eclipses. 
3.1.2 What is mythology? 


As this chapter deals with certain myths associated with the phenomenon of 
eclipses, it is important to define the terms ‘myth’ and ‘mythology’ before 
progressing further. Mythology is a term that is used to either refer to the study 
of myths or a set of myths in a particular religion or a culture (Buxton et al., 2020). 
Myth is a story or narrative or folklore about a topic that cannot be observed or 
proven with evidence but is carved to explain a phenomenon (Blackwell, 2002, 
p. 7,8). They can either be of religious significance or simply a part of the culture 
(McDaniel, 2020). This mainly involves the stories about certain “gods”, 
“demigods”, and other supernatural figures and explains the reasons, history, and 
significance behind the natural events, beliefs, and customs in society. In modern 
times, a new parallel genre for myths has been created in the name of fiction or 
science-fiction (McDaniel, 2020) where supernatural figures like superman and 
batman exist and people enjoy watching movies about them while knowing that 
they are as far from the reality as possible. 


Another parallel field to mythology is ‘legends’ which is more concerned about 
human history rather than the tales about demons and “gods” (Blackwell, 2002, 
p. 9; Parrinder, 1982, p. 108). Myths are different from the legends in the way 
that the former deals with certain historical phenomena which have no historical 
basis. They talk about the time when the world was believed to be very different 
from the world we live in. 


3.1.3 Mythology and atheists: 


Many atheists nowadays consider all religious beliefs to be myths (McDaniel, 
2020) even though their own attitudes and approach are pointed out to be 
irrational and based on certain myths of their own (Lee, 2018; Smart, 2014). Their 
main criticism of religion follows the unscientific practice of stereotyping all 
religious beliefs of all religions as incorrect or false because of some incorrect 
beliefs of some religions. It is to be understood that there are certain things about 
which humans cannot have complete knowledge, e.g., certain attributes of God, 
angels, afterlife, and so on. About those matters, we have to believe in what has 
come from the divine in the form of the scripture whose preservation is proven 
throughout history, and no man-made stories, verses, and additions have ever got 
in it. On the other hand, there are matters which humans can now observe or will 
be able to observe in the future. For these matters, one should compare what is 
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authentically the belief of the religion with what is observable and proven 
scientifically without any room for ambiguity and doubt. Such a comparison 
would then reveal if a difference exists in the observed phenomena and the belief 
system one holds on to. One should also not forget that one should rely on 
scientific ‘facts’ alone in such studies as the ‘theories’ are a scientific form of 
‘myths’ to explain certain phenomena without sufficient evidence to back them. 
If a phenomenon is proved by numerous experiments and observations, it then is 
classified as law or a scientific fact. Otherwise, it is only a theory. 


3.1.4 Common myths about eclipses among various religions and 
cultures 


Before we explain Islam’s beautiful and simple point of view about eclipses 
(chapter 4), we will, firstly, present an overview of the concept of eclipses in 
various religions and cultures and the myths they believe in concerning this 
phenomenon. It is to be noted that some of the conceptions evolved as time 
progressed and people have, accordingly, abandoned some of their earlier beliefs. 
Some of the civilizations, e.g., the Chinese, even started predicting the upcoming 
occurrence of the eclipses a long time ago. However, some of the myths, 
surprisingly, are still believed to be true despite all the scientific progress. Let us 
review some of them. 


Eclipses in Indigenous Australian Mythology: 


There are hundreds of Australian Aboriginal groups. They have a variety of 
conceptions about why eclipses happen. As there is significant diversity between 
their views (Hamacher & Norris, 2011), it is not possible to list all of them in this 
article. Some of them, however, have been summarized below. 


- According to several Indigenous Australian groups, the sun and moon are 
considered to be a woman and man (Gary, 2011; Muller, 2011) respectively. 
Some Aboriginal communities believe that the Sun, known as Yhi, is a woman 
who is chasing Moon, known as Bahloo who is thought to be a man (Muller, 
2011; Eclipse Holds Deeper Meaning for Indigenous Aussies, 2013). 
Sometimes they fight with each other; 1.e. when Bahloo is not welcoming of 
advances from Yhi. Displeased about this, Yhi takes revenge by trying to kill 
Bahloo; this results in an eclipse. However, Bahloo is saved by the spirits 
taking care of the matters in the sky. Sometimes they are both in love too. 

- According to Yolngu people, the eclipse is a result of love-making or 
copulation between the sun and the moon (Gary, 2011; Hamacher & Norris, 
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2011; Muller, 2011). 

- The Wirangu people of South Australia believe in a similar love story too. 
They explain that a spirit veils the sun and the moon during their love-making 
process to protect their privacy from the people of the earth. When the husband 
and wife are together in a private moment, their privacy is respected in the 
heavens (Hamacher & Norris, 2011). 

- Another opinion about eclipses which is held in the Aboriginal communities 
is that eclipses are signs of an upcoming tragedy, bad omen, disease, death, or 
black magic (Gary, 2011; Eclipse Holds Deeper Meaning for Indigenous 
Aussies, 2013; Muller, 2011). To prevent the evils of eclipses, medicines are 
prescribed, certain chants have been sung, sacred stones and boomerangs are 
thrown at the eclipsing sun (Hamacher & Norris, 2011). 

- The Arrernte or Wardaman people knew that eclipses happen when something 
covers the sun. In their opinion, it was a very big blackbird (Gary, 2011; 
Muller, 2011) called Tia (Hamacher & Norris, 2011). Other aboriginal groups 
believed that this covering was through some other means such as cloaks, or 
mountains, or the people on the sun trying to peek at the world all at once and 
hence causing darkness in its view from the earth, and so on. They also thought 
that this could happen because of black magic (Hamacher & Norris, 2011). 

- According to some narratives, the moon is a selfish being who steals food and 
consumes more than what it needs. This makes him grow fatter and fatter. For 
his stealing, he is punished and being cut off which results in him getting 
thinner and thinner till he reaches the stage that he dies. The same cycle 
continues. The sudden death of the moon, 1.e. the eclipse, is considered to be 
a lesson for all people who steal that such greed can result in a bad end 
(Hamacher & Norris, 2011). 

- Yircle Meening tribe considers eclipses to be an outcome of the moon being 
sick. 

- According to some groups, eclipses are caused by some bad spirits when they 
take up residence on the sun; it turns dark because of their presence (Hamacher 
& Norris, 2011). 


Eclipses in Mayans and Incan Mythologies 


In the Mayans as well as Incan mythology, the reason for the occurrence of lunar 
eclipses is a jaguar devouring the Moon (Brown, 2018). They believe this to be 
the reason for the moon appearing in blood-red color. The Incans also used to fear 
that once finished with its meal in the skies, the Jaguar will come down on Earth 
and eat up all of the animals over here too. To prevent him from doing so and 
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frighten the Jaguar, they take out their spears and weapons and shout towards the 
moon. 


Eclipses in Mesopotamian and Ancient Egyptian Mythology 


According to the ancient Mesopotamians, the reason for the lunar eclipses was 
the attack on 1t by seven demons. They believed that this attack was not just 
limited to the skies; 1t was also considered to be simultaneously taking place on 
the earth too often resulting in the death of the king (Brown, 2018). To save the 
real king from the attack, they used to make a dummy king in order to fool the 
demons into believing that he was the actual king. After the eclipse used to be 
over, the dummy king used to be poisoned or killed. 


On the other hand, some accounts of the early Egyptian histories indicate that 
they used to worship goddess Nuit as one of their deities who was considered to 
be the goddess of the skies. She was believed to eat the sun each night and give 
birth to 1t the next morning (“Nut | Egyptian Goddess,” 2021). Eclipses were also 
considered to be a phenomenon related to her. 


Eclipses in the Ancient Arabian Mythology 


The people of Arabia in the pre-Islamic times believed that the eclipses happened 
because of the life and death of people (Ezzi, 2017). It was the way of the heavens 
to show their emotions and feelings about the happenings on earth. 


Eclipses in Inuit Mythologies 


Inuit people are a set of indigenous people living in the Arctic regions of 
Greenland, Canada, and Alaska. They are considered to be culturally similar. 
According to their belief, eclipses happen due to a fight between two gods — a 
brother and a sister (Kher, 2021; Waldek, 2018). They believe that the sun 
goddess Malina got angry with her brother, the Moon-god Anningan, and walked 
away. The brother, however, was able to catch up with her. This resulted in an 
eclipse. It seems these gods still don’t get along well and keep fighting with each 
other every now and then resulting in eclipses still happening around the year on 
various parts of the globe. 


Eclipses in Native American Mythologies 
There are several myths about eclipses among the native American groups. 


- Pomo people believed that the eclipses happened as a result of a fight; 
however, according to them, this fight was between a giant bear and the sun 
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and moon (Kher, 2021). The bear, being very angry during the fight, bit the 
sun. He then went on and bit the moon as well. The word for eclipse in the 
language of the Pomo people literally means “bitten”. According to some 
thinkers, 1t was their way of explaining why the lunar eclipse happens two 
weeks after the solar eclipse (1.e. sun gets bitten before the moon). 

- As per the Choctaw legend, a wicked black squirrel chews on to the Sun and 
hence becomes the reason for eclipses (Eclipse of the Sun Blamed on Black 
Squirrel - A Choctaw Legend, 2005). People believe that the squirrel must be 
terrified away by the cry and shouts of humans. Accordingly, that’s what they 
do when an eclipse happens. 

- Ojibwa and Cree peoples have a narrative that a gnome in the skies wanted 
retribution from the Sun for smoldering him. When he is able to trap the sun 
and get hold of it, an eclipse is seen on earth (Petruzzello, 2020). Several 
animals attempted to liberate the Sun from the catch, but it is the mouse that 
has the teeth to cut of the ropes and release the sun which ultimately comes 
back up after the eclipse is over. 

- Another native American tribe, Chippewa, used to shot burning arrows in the 
skies in an attempt to rekindle the sun (Axford, 2017). 

- Peru people also used to do the same to scare the animal blocking the sun so 
that he moves away (Axford, 2017) 

- As far as Hupa and Luiseño tribes are concerned, they believed that the moon 
gets sick at the time of the eclipse and requires healing by the moon’s wives 
or the people of the tribe. They would, therefore, sing hymns and poems to 
facilitate its healing (Brown, 2018). 


Eclipses in East Asian and Chinese Mythologies 


In various East-Asian cultures, the Sun or moon during the eclipse is thought to 
be eaten up by an animal. The blame is usually put on a ‘dog’, a giant three-legged 
‘toad’, a ‘jaguar’, and other ‘culprits’. Chinese culture is no different in this 
regard. In fact, the most basic word for eclipse in Chinese, Shih or shi, means "to 
eat” (Waldek, 2018). In ancient China, it was generally believed that solar 
eclipses happened when a celestial dragon confronted and gulped the Sun 
(Axford, 2017; Petruzzello, 2020). In some of the oldest Chinese records of 
eclipses, the incidents of eclipses are defined as: "the Sun has been eaten." 


To scare away the dragon and rescue the Sun, people would bang drums and make 
loud sounds by yelling throughout an eclipse (Cotterell, 2011, p. 228). In some 
Chinese cultures, people would ring bells to avoid a dragon or other wild animals 
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from chewing the Moon. This belief was not just held among the common people. 
During a nineteenth-century lunar eclipse, the Chinese navy attempted the same, 
1.e., trying to scare the dragon away from eating the sun by firing its artillery. 
Since the Sun always returned, they believed that this tactic works well. The 
banging of drums and making noises during eclipses are also found in other East 
Asian cultures such as Vietnamese; however, they provide a different reason for 
this. According to them, eclipses happen when a giant toad eats the sun or moon 
(Kher, 2021; SWAMY, 2020) while his master is asleep. The noise is made in 
order to wake up the master so that he could make the toad cough out the sun and 
restore it. 


Fascinatingly, many of the ancient Chinese people were not as bothered about the 
lunar eclipses as they were about the solar eclipses. According to some texts, 
lunar eclipses were just a common matter. However, this was not a concept shared 
by all ancient Chinese people. Some of them, especially during the time of the 
Zhou Dynasty, believed that the red moon was a sign of upcoming famine or 
ailment. This view was also held by some of the other religions as explained in 
this chapter. 


Eclipses in Japanese Mythology 


The ancient Japanese used to worship the Sun goddess Amaterasu (Axford, 2017; 
Hoffman, 2009) who was considered to be a source of all life, fertility, and crops. 
According to them, eclipses happened when she hid away. She had to be shown 
mirrors so that her intense beauty could be reflected in them and she could realize 
how lovely and beneficial she was. This realization would encourage her to come 
out again and benefit the world (Axford, 2017). 


Eclipses in African mythology 


The Krachi people of Togo believe that the sun married the moon (Parrinder, 
1982, p. 72). Many stars were born to these two. However, they did not go along 
well for too long and separated. A lot of what we see in the skies is because of 
the interactions between them. When the moon goes into the field of the sun, the 
stars that remained with the sun fight their ex-mother as well as the stars that went 
along with her. Ultimately, it results in rainfalls and storms. However, the mother 
does not want this fight to continue for long and sends a multi-color woven fabric 
to them, the rainbow as a sign to end the war. Sometimes, the sun comes into the 
fields himself and catches his ex-wife. He tries to eat her up. People see it as an 
eclipse. That is why these people bang drums during the eclipses to scare the sun 
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and frighten it so that it does not swallow the moon. 


According to another myth prevalent in Africa, there are two twin gods to whom 
other gods were born. They are called Lisa, the male, and Mawu, the female 
(Parrinder, 1982, p. 27). People in Benin and other areas who believe in this myth 
think that the eclipses happen when Lisa and Mawu come together to make love. 


Eclipses in Hindu Mythology: 


According to stories in Bhagawat Gita and Vishnu Puranas, the severed head of 
a demon called Svarbhanu eats up the sun. The name of that severed head in their 
scriptures is Rahu which is considered to be immortal. Rahu swore vengeance 
against the Sun and the Moon for obstructing him of the drink of immortality 
according to the story in the Hindu scriptures (Petruzzello, 2020). Though he 
ultimately acquired the drink, because of his vengeance, Rahu catches up with 
the Sun and the Moon and swallows them from time to time (Axford, 2017). They 
believe that the reason why this doesn’t last long is that Rahu does not have a 
body and the sun and moon come out of him soon and get back to their normal 
places. 








Drawing: The demon Rahu eating the Sun. Picture for representational 
purpose. Courtesy: Pinterest/stufftoblowyourmind.com 


Here are some of the things that the Hindu people don't do during solar eclipses: 


- It is prohibited to worship in the temples or touch the idols. The temple 
doors are usually locked during the eclipses. The idols are washed with 
water from the Ganges river after the eclipse is over 

- Some religious Hindus fast on the day of eclipse as they believe that no 
food should be cooked on that day because of harmful things descending 
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from the sky. 

- Some of the essential human needs such as sleeping, urination, excretion, 
and intercourse are also disallowed during the time of the eclipse 

- It is believed that the demons are specifically looking for pregnant women 
during these times. They should, therefore, not go out and also not do some 
of their chores in the kitchen and so on. Some even prevent them from 
sitting cross-legged. The myth about harmful impacts to pregnant women 
and children in their wombs is also found in other cultures, though they do 
not have any backing from science (Axford, 2017). 


Here are some of the things that the Hindu people do during solar eclipses: 


- They chant certain hymns and mantras and sing as they believe that it 
would protect them from the evil effects of the eclipse 

- If the leftover food could not be finished before the eclipse, they cover 
them with some lids and place certain leaves with them (commonly Tulsi 
or Basil leaves). 

- They believe the Ganga or Ganges river to be highly purifying. 
Accordingly, taking a bath in this river is recommended by the Hindu 
priests to overcome the evil effects of the eclipse. Certain household items 
are also sprinkled with the water from the Ganges. 


Eclipses in Greek Mythology 


The ancient Greeks believed the solar eclipse to be a sign of god’s being angry 
(Kher, 2021; SWAMY, 2020). They considered it to be an indication that the 
doom and destruction were about to begin. They accordingly tried to stop doing 
the acts that could have contributed to God’s anger. According to the writings of 
Herodotus, an ancient Greek historian, once there was a total solar eclipse at the 
time when two fierce enemies, the forces of Lydians and Medes, were at the fight 
to take control of Anatolia. When they suddenly saw the day turning black, they 
thought that God had got angry and wanted the fight to end. Both the parties 
immediately put their weapons down (Cofield, 2017; Muller, 2011); it ended the 
battle of Halys which is also known as the battle of the eclipse. 


Eclipses in the mythology of ancient Babylonians 


The common belief among Ancient Babylonians was that eclipses were evil omen 
or signs (Cofield, 2017). They thought that eclipses could have been an indication 
of the death of their kings (Rubio, 2017). The kings, accordingly, used to organize 
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special protections for themselves at the time of eclipses. Some dummy kings 
used to be put in place who were dressed and fed like the king. They would 
pretend to be the rulers. It was thought that the demons would be fooled to believe 
that the dummy king was the actual king and if any calamity had to befall, it 
would be upon the dummy king rather than the actual one. Accordingly, it can be 
said that their conception of eclipses was very similar to what the Mesopotamian 
and Ancient Egyptians believed about it. 


Eclipses in Viking Mythology 


In Viking lore and Norse Germanic mythology, the eclipses happen because of 
an attempt to eat the moon or sun by two large wolves (SWAMY, 2020; Waldek, 
2018) called Skoll and Hati. They both take part in this activity with one trying 
to chase the moon or the sun and the other attempting to hunt down its chosen 
celestial prey for eating. If they succeed in doing so, the eclipse happens. They, 
like many other cultures, believe that in order to settle this fight on the skies, 
people on earth have to settle the disputes and fights among them. They therefore 
should be at peace with each other. Certain wars were ended, fortunately, because 
of this. 


Eclipse in Jewish Mythology 


Though Judaism generally views natural phenomena as expressions of God’s 
greatness (Miller, 2017), according to certain passages in the Talmud, there seems 
to be a parallel belief that the solar and lunar eclipses are indications of a bad time 
(SICHEL, 2017). The Talmud uses the term “striking the sun” to describe the 
solar eclipse. The following statement describes it further: “When the sun is 
eclipsed, it is a bad sign for the whole world. It is like when a human king made 
a feast for his subjects and placed a lantern before them. When he grew angry 
with them, he told his servant, ‘Take away the lantern and leave them in 
darkness!”” Also, the Talmud explains that the solar eclipses happen because of 
four reasons (Sukkah 29a:13): “Our Rabbis taught, A solar eclipse happens 
because of four things: 1. When an Av Bet Din [head of the Rabbinic Court] died 
and was not properly eulogized; 2. If a betrothed girl cried out aloud in the city 
and there was no one to save her [from being raped]; 3. Because of 
homosexuality; and 4. If two brothers were killed at the same time.” 


Now when the exact causes of the solar eclipses are known, many Jewish scholars 
have been unable to explain how the four-above mentioned factors really cause 
the eclipses (“Are You Ready for the Longest Lunar Eclipse This Century?,” 
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2018) except by considering the above-mentioned verses to be metaphorical in 
nature. 


Many Jews encourage introspection when eclipses occur. They do not necessarily 
advocate for repentance. Some Rabbis believe that signs of nature carry a notion 
and message from the divine regarding future events. They, however, believe that 
repenting before certain events, like eclipses, is not what Judaism encourages its 
followers to do. It is the human actions that determine the future and not any 
events. 


Eclipses in Christian Mythology 


The Christians believe that eclipses happen due to the life and death of people. 
They believe that the star of Bethlehem appeared because of the birth of Jesus, 
while the sun darkened upon his death as the Gospels tell us (Brown, 2018). 
Throughout history, there are numerous occasions when they took eclipses as a 
message from God. During the Crusades, when they saw the blood-red moon due 
to an eclipse, they considered it to be a sign that God has destined destruction for 
their enemies (Spacey, 2021). On contrary, they used to consider solar eclipse as 
an indication of their own destruction. 


Eclipses in European Mythology 


There were several myths held among European people as well regarding the 
reasons for eclipses. 


In 814AD, the third son of Charlemagne, Louis the Pious received a large part of 
the land in inheritance upon the death of his father. This land was approximately 
in the same area where modern-day France is situated. His era as a ruler was filled 
with internal strife and enmity between his descendants. Louis himself was 
considered a very pious man (and hence his title). Once there was a solar eclipse 
in his kingdom, he became extremely terrified of it considering it to be the 
beginning of punishment from God. It is reported that he died because of that 
terror and fear (Cofield, 2017). His death gave rise to a civil war that remained 
unsettled till 843AD. 


Also, it comes to knowledge through various sources that some of the groups of 
people in Europe believed that the eclipses were caused because of magic 
(Spacey, 2021). These writings, however, come from the priests who might have 
exaggerated the associated beliefs to reprimand people and condemn their beliefs. 
Pope Urban VIII got the counter-magic performed on him to nullify such magic 
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when he was informed about a prediction according to which he would die during 
an eclipse (Giangrave, 2017). 


According to other sources, there was a solar eclipse in Scotland and Ireland in 
1652. People considered it to be a sign of God’s wrath or the beginning of the day 
of judgment (Miller, 2017). Even in 1715, when London witnessed a solar 
eclipse, 1t was considered a prospect of Doomsday. 


3.2 Indigenous communities being deceived by pretending eclipses 
to be caused by humans 


There have been various incidents in which the lack of knowledge about the 
scientific nature of eclipses and predictions about them have been capitalized 
upon by the settlers and invaders for their benefit. A couple of examples have 
been provided below. 


In 1504, when Columbus was navigating the Central American coast, 
woodworms swarmed around his ship and caused it significant damage. Leaks 
erupted as a result. This forced Columbus to pull the ships to the Jamaican coasts. 
The crew stayed there for over a year while waiting for some relief. The 
indigenous population was hospitable and welcoming towards them. They 
provided them with food and a place to stay. However, soon Columbus’ crew 
started stealing their 
possessions. As a result, 
they cut off the supplies 
and help they were 
providing them. At this 
moment, Columbus 
consulted with his staff 
and came to know of a 
prediction for a lunar 
eclipse happening soon. 
He thought of a way to 
trick the indigenous 
population. He said to 
them that God was angry 





at them for cutting the 
supplies and would soon 
darken the sky and turn 
the moon’s color to 


Painting: Christopher Columbus predicting a 


lunar eclipse. 
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blood-red (Cofield, 2017; Rice, 2017). 


The eclipse happened as per the predictions, and the astounded Jamaicans assured 
to recommence nourishing Columbus and his crew. 


Similar reports can also be found about the Colonists deceiving the Australian 
Aboriginal communities. When they came to know of a prediction of a lunar 
eclipse on a certain date, a settler went to the local aboriginal communities and 
said that if they did not give him what he was wishing for (1.e. a herd of horses), 
he would make the moon disappear. If they did not fulfill his command even then, 
he would make the sun disappear forever. He went to them at night when the 
lunar eclipse was to happen and started dancing and singing. The local 
communities did not understand what was happening till they saw the moon 
disappearing as said by the settler. They got afraid and ran back to their places of 
dwelling. The next day they gave the settler what he was looking for and begged 
him to leave the sun as it is (Hamacher & Norris, 2011). 


3.3 Common themes in mythology concerning eclipses 


From the above literature review, we identify the following common themes 
concerning the factors that lead to eclipses according to various religions and 
cultures: 


1. The Sun / Moon gets eaten up or shaded by a huge animal in the skies which 
results in the eclipse. This belief can be found in: 


- East Asian and Chinese Mythology, 
- Mayan and Incan Mythology, 

- Viking Mythology, 

- Pomo Mythology, 

- Choctaw Mythology 


The most common practice in these religions and cultures during the eclipse is to 
make loud noises and bang drums or pans so that the attacker is scared away from 
eating the celestial body it aims to bite on. 


2. Eclipses happen as a result of fighting between gods, demons, and other 
supernatural creatures. This belief can be found in: 


a Hindu Mythology, 
s Inuit Mythology, 
E African Mythology 
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- Indigenous Australian Mythology 


The most common practice in these religions and cultures is to protect one’s self 
from the evil forces through various means. Hindus do not cook during the 
eclipses and discard any leftover food from before the eclipse. The water from 
the Ganges River is considered to be a purifier from the evil effects of the eclipse. 


3. Eclipses are good or bad omens. They either indicate the destruction of one’s 
enemy or one’s own self. They also mean the death of the kings. This belief can 
be found in: 


- Hindu Mythology, 

- Ancient Babylonian Mythology, 

- Christian Mythology 

- Jewish Mythology 

- Indigenous Australian Mythology 


The most common practice in these religions and cultures to counter the negative 
impact of the eclipses is to hide the kings or even make dummy ones who are 
dressed and fed like the kings during this time so that if any calamity has to 
descend, it befalls on them. In some cultures, one has to fix his or her behavior to 
avoid the bad effects. 


4. Eclipses indicate God’s wrath and upcoming punishment. They are because of 
certain sins. This belief can be found in: 


- Jewish Mythology, 
- Scottish and Irish Mythology, 
- Ancient Greek Mythology 


One should remove the evil practice that is causing the eclipse. Introspection is 
recommended. 


5. In some of the other religions and cultures, the following are believed to cause 
eclipse: 


- Magic: In European Mythology and Indigenous Australian Mythology. 

- The sun being Imprisoned: In Ojibwa and Cree Mythology 

- Moon being sick: In Hupa and Luiseño Mythology. Healing songs and 
chants are sung to facilitate the healing of the moon. 

- The sun and moon being occupied by evil forces or shades by some big 
object: In Indigenous Australian Mythology 
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- The eclipses happen when the sun goddess takes a veil: In Japanese 
Mythology 

- The eclipses happen as a result of the heavens being sad about the death of 
people: In Ancient Arabian Mythology 


34 The scientific description of how eclipses happen: 


Before we discuss what science tells us about the eclipses, we will first 
present some of the astronomical indications from the Quran. These 
indications enable the seekers of truth to ponder about the timelessness 
of the message of the Quran and how it uncovered the scientific facts that 
science was able to discover only a couple of centuries ago. 


3.4.1 The astronomical indications in the Quran 


Quran is not a book of science, but a book of signs, as rightly pointed out, 
by Dr. Zakir Naik. However, it contains indications towards various 
scientific phenomena so that people ponder about these ayat in the sky 
and connect with their Creator. Some of these aspects which relate to the 
phenomena of eclipses have been elaborated in this section. 


Sun has its own light while the moon is a reflector: 


The Quran tells us: 





fost 155 Uha Lia Jag gt ole) y ás el Apes 





Blessed is the One Who has placed constellations in the sky, as well as 








a (radiant) lamp and a luminous moon. 
Surah Furgan 25:61 


The lamp which spreads light due to its own processes is the sun whereas 
the moon is only luminous because of the reflected light. This 
phenomenon is of paramount importance in understanding what 
happens during the eclipses. Also, consider the ayah below: 





i 


E Grell ars Ka Seat a Jas -ÉG aye ate a Ot Gls Cas igs 











Do you not see how Allah created seven heavens, one above the other, 
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placing the moon within them as a (reflected) light, and the sun as a 


(radiant) lamp? 





The scholars interpret the following ayat to also point out towards 
reflective nature of the moon. 





ES dí tos á 





By the sun and its brightness, and the moon as it follows it [or reflects 
its light] 








Surah Shams 91:1-2 


The planets and stars are in rotation: 


The Quran also tells us that the planets, the sun, and the moon are rotating 
in their orbits. In this regard, the skies are a house of various orbits. 





A is 





I do swear by the receding [or revolving] stars, that run their course 
and hide. 


Surah Takwir 81:15-16 


Also, consider the verses below which point out towards the orbital 








motions in the skies. 





A pal aads US rs jelly di Ka JN gass y 30 





He causes the dawn to break and has made the night for rest and 
(made) the sun and the moon (to travel) with precision. That is the 
design of the Almighty, All-Knowing. 








Surah Al-Ana'am 6:96 
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The ayah below further indicates the movement of sun: 





Ma UR. EARE oust 





The sun runs its course, this course is pre-estimated for it by the 
Almighty, the All-Knowing. 
Surah Yaseen 36:38 








| 


These journeys are also pointed out in the below-mentioned ayat: 





cA obs e du a 





The sun runs its course, this course is pre-estimated for it by the 

Almighty, the All-Knowing. As for the moon, We have ordained 

(precise) phases for it, until it ends up like an old, curved palm stalk. 
Surah Yaseen 36:38-39 











a a a 





The sun and the moon [travel] with precision [along with their 
computed courses]. 








Surah Ar-Rahman 55:5 


Eclipse in Quran 


Quran explains to humanity that there are situations when these planets 
get covered in darkness. It can either happen as an eclipse or because of 
other reasons, including the event that will unfold on the day of 
judgment. One should therefore always go back to the remembrance of 
Allah when these signs are seen. The following verses from Surah Al- 


Qayamah indicate that the moon will lose its darkness on the day of 
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FARRA 
Aa 





He questions: "When is the Day of Resurrection?" But when the sight 
is stunned, the moon will be eclipsed, And sun and moon are united; 
On that day man will cry: Whither to flee! 








Surah Al-Qayamah 75:6-10 


Also, the following ayat mentions the sun getting shrouded in darkness: 





ET ET et 





When the sun is shrouded in darkness, and when the stars lose their 
light. 











A A 8 


3.4.2 The scientific explanation of why do eclipses happen? 


The above ayat from the Quran can be understood in more detail through 
the scientific study of the ayat (signs) of Allah in the skies. 


It should be noted that: 


- The Sun emits light due to its inherent capability 

- The moon reflects the light of the sun and accordingly when it is unable 
to receive it, it becomes dim. 

- The earth revolves around the sun and it does emit its own light. 

- The moon rotates around the earth and can sometimes come between 
the earth and the sun. 

- The earth rotates at its axis 


During these rotations, there can be times when the sun, earth, and moon 
align. When it happens, it results in solar or lunar eclipses (depending on 
the order in which they align). 


A solar eclipse happens when the Moon passes between the Earth and it 
partially or fully blocks the view of the Sun. It usually happens in the last 
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few days of the lunar months. Lunar Eclipses occur during the new Moon 
phase of the Moon's cycle when it passes between the Earth and the Sun. 
They usually happen in the middle few days of the lunar months. 


Earth's Orbit 


Penumbra 


Umbra 


Total Eclipse 


Partial Eclipse 





Moon's Orbit 





Illustration: Solar Eclipse 


A lunar eclipse happens when the Moon passes directly behind the Earth, 
into its shadow, and gets veiled from the light of the sun due to earth. 


Earth’s Orbit 


<q s 
® P 
EARTH . 
£ 


Moon's Orbit 








Illustration: Lunar Eclipse 
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3.4.3 Types of Eclipses: 


There are four types of solar eclipses: 


A total eclipse occurs when the Moon completely blocks the sun. With a 
total eclipse, the darkest part of the Moon's shadow sweeps across the 
Earth's surface. During any one eclipse, totality occurs at best only in a 
narrow track on the surface of Earth (and not the whole earth). If you 
happen to be in the path of that very small area, usually 100 to 200 
kilometres’ diameter, you will see the Moon completely block the Sun's 
disc. This narrow track is called the path of totality. During a total solar 
eclipse, the daytime sky may darken briefly, and the temperature may 
drop. They are rare events at any given location. Total solar eclipses occur 
once every one to two years. 


An annular eclipse occurs when the Sun and Moon are exactly in line 
with the Earth, but due to the apparent size of the Moon being smaller 
than that of the Sun, the Sun appears as a very bright ring, or annulus, 
surrounding the dark disk of the Moon. This happens because the orbit of 
the moon around the earth is not at a uniform distance from all surfaces 
of the earth - sometimes it is near and sometimes it is far. It is an elliptical 
orbit as shown in the figure below. The eclipse that happens while the 
moon is in the zone called Apogee is called an annular eclipse. 


Apogee E À Perigee 


406,700 km + 356,500 km 
(252,700 mi) (221,500 mi) 








Illustration: Moon's orbit around the earth (elliptical orbit 
exaggerated for clarity - not drawn to the scale) 
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- A hybrid eclipse (also called annular/total eclipse) shifts between a 
total and annular eclipse. At certain points on the surface of Earth, it 
appears as a total eclipse, whereas at other points it appears as annular. 
Hybrid eclipses are comparatively rare. One can expect them to 
happen approximately once a decade. 

- A partial eclipse occurs when the Sun and Moon are not exactly in line 
with the Earth and the Moon only partially obscures the Sun when this 
type of solar eclipse happens. Lunar eclipses can also be partial. This 
phenomenon can usually be seen from a large part of the Earth outside 
of the track of an annular or total eclipse. 


3.4.4 Why are the eclipses not that frequent? 


So why do we not see an eclipse every time there is a new Moon? Because 
the Moon's orbit is tipped about 5 degrees to the Earth's orbit around the 
Sun. During most new Moons when the Moon passes between the Earth 
and the Sun, the Moon's orbit takes it a little bit above the plane of the 
Earth's orbit or a little bit below the plane of the Earth's orbit (as shown in 
the illustration below) and what that means is you see the Moon passing 
a little bit above the Sun or a little bit below the Sun, but at least twice a 
year we get some type of a solar eclipse. 


The following illustration explains the above-mentioned phenomenon. 


Lunar Eclipse @ 


> @ Solar Eclipse 


A 
D Moon too high \ Moontoo high @ 


| sol -Y 


D Moon too low ` Moon too low | 


Solar Eclipse %® 


© Lunar Eclipse 
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Illustration: Moon 's 5° tilted orbit around Earth because of which there is not 
an eclipse every month 
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4. Islamic Viewpoint 


In this chapter, we will firstly explain the correct Islamic perspective regarding 
eclipses. We will then reflect on some of its implications. We will also discuss 
the importance of the verses of the Quran on the topic of Tawheed that refute the 
myths discussed in chapter 3. The inner dimensions of natural events like eclipses 
that Islam uses to strengthen the bond of humanity with the Creator have also 
been touched upon in this chapter. The last topic in this section will talk about the 
role of Muslim astronomers throughout history who, rather than getting busy with 
any superstitions like other cultures and religions, studied these natural 
phenomena and explained their true reality to the world. 


4.1 The lofty status of the Prophet = 


After reviewing the descriptions of the myths explained in chapter 3, one can 
easily see that there were hardly any cultures, religions, or civilizations on the 
face of the earth that did not adopt some sort of myths (Blackwell, 2002, p. 1) to 
explain the concepts of the unseen or the matters that they could not directly 
observe. For some groups, when it meant some benefit for them, they never 
hesitated to declare the celestial events as a sign for the destruction of their 
enemies or as a sign for the approval of their own actions. In the lifetime of 
Prophet Muhammad #, an event happened which any person running after the 
worldly gains could have happily used to show his greatness to the people by 
fabricating a myth. However, that was against the noble and lofty status of the 
leader of the entire world and all mankind, Syedu Waladi Adam (asiyisiy..)°. He was 
not like any other man in history. His aim and mission were bigger than his own 
glorification. He was not running after some temporary praise. He was not a 


6 Leader of all the sons of Adam - the honor given to our beloved masters, as can be 
seen in Sahih Muslim 2278, Sunan Abi Dawud 4673, Jami Tirmidhi Book 49, Hadith 
3975, Sunan Ibn Majah 4308; and so on. 
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Prophet for a limited time. He is a Prophet for all the times, ages, and places. He 
was a Prophet at the time when people did not have any means to observe what 
was happening in the skies; he is also the Prophet of the present times when 
astronomical research has reached the never-explored-before heights. He is the 
Prophet of the future too. His teachings, accordingly, are free of all fallacies and 
errors. The discoveries in space have themselves become a testimony for the 
truthfulness of the Messenger of Allah * and the timeless nature of his teachings. 


SEE sob He sel sis HWE tba geo sgh 
ls Mike 95 E ott bl 30} 


O Allah, bless our Master Muhammad, who opened what was closed and sealed 
what was before. He makes the truth victorious by the truth and he is the guide to 
Your Straight Path. And bless his Household as it befits his immense stature and 
splendor. 


At the event of the death of his son Ibrahim, the sky darkened into an eclipse 
(Rice, 2017) as we learn from several traditions. People started saying that it had 
happened due to the death of his son. However, he did not give in to any such 
myths and superstitions. Rather his blessed words are reported as below: 





4. Narrated Al-Mughira bin | ju 3 Ss hs. JG « ya a iz 
Shu'ba: On the day of |, en pe 
Ibrahim's death, the sun Spall Cae JE Ae fF SG Wis 
eclipsed, and the people said eg ERS jks che 
that the eclipse was due to the 
death of Ibrahim (the son of | SI ¿UN JE er) Su 
the Prophet). äh ds Jus PET 
l = i $ By n 
Allah's Messenger (#) said, ET za gs Sy" pla ade 
"The sun and the moon are j j 
two signs amongst the signs | >) oJ SS cab GT bs 
of Allah. They do not eclipse 
because of someone's death or 


life. So when you see them, "dees SF rios 
invoke Allah and pray till the 


Á PET LS BG wt Vs 
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eclipse is clear." 
Sahih al-Bukhari 1060 


The above clarifies that, unlike the Jews, Islam has a special prayer prescribed 
for the eclipse. It is followed by a khutbah which aims to clarify the reality of the 
signs of nature to people and invite them to reflect upon them. 





4.2 Importance of avoiding superstitions 


Islam strongly condemns superstitions and associating certain 
happenings with the movement of stars or eclipses. 


4.2.1 Eclipses are a natural phenomenon: 


Consider the traditions below. 





5, It was narrated from An- uu e 46 cbs eee pen 
Numan bin Bashir that: The ) , 
Prophet (SAW) came rushing | ‘2 dF «yl ge JB olis Y 
out to the masjid one day ud ou Be en Be 
when the sun eclipsed, and he nn Zu í 
prayed until the eclipse Us El ley ade atl ho ¿A 
“a. 1 iss : ee. y y 
ended, then m said: "The ae Es u J) As 
people of Jahilliyyah used to f 
say that eclipses of the sun | 5)" Jr A E Je „ss 
and the moon only happened a E E E S RS cee 
A Gots) ój jois had gal 
when some great man on Í 
earth died. But eclipses of the | 2 „ae od Y okusi Y Fir 
sun and the moon do not 


. a y o 4, | 5 . xT af fA 
happen for the death or birth Mig Dyang 


Pa 


of anyone. Rather they are ald Y; nea e E Y 


two of the creations of Allah de o cdo ees. Ea 
(SWT) and Allah (Swi) | 5% 3 ¿e sis LENS 


causes to happen in His Were te Eb 4145 & ale E 
creation what He wills. p 
Whichever of them becomes ES > 
eclipsed, pray until it is over 
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or Allah (SWT) causes 
something to happen." 
Sunan an-Nasa'i 1490 - Saheeh Li Ghayrihi 





(This message can also be seen in Sihhah Al-ahadith Fi Ma Ittafaga Alaihi 
Ahl Al-Hadith 7000; Mishkat ul Masabeeh 1493; Sharh Fathul Oadeer 
2/85; Al-Sunan Al-Kubra Li Bayhaqi 3/333; Saheeh ul Jami 2025; and so 
on) 

4.2.2 Fate is not determined by stars 

Also, note the ahadith below: 





6. Narrated Zaid bin Khalid Al- WW SE Aces y De Gis 
Juhani: The Prophet (#) led us j KO 
in the Fajr prayer at as ape US cle oF 
Hudaibiya after a rainy night. HM ots of bo) i ate 
On completion of the prayer, _ Sa ae 
he faced the people and said, | A J45 UW Jo Jb či «gn Me 
"Do you know what your od H 

a Io de abl 
Lord has said (revealed)?" z A se 
The people replied, "Allah a e CA gl A Jt eS ad, 


and His Apostle know better. " He AS & y Sal rae 


He said, "Allah has said, 'In 44 
this morning some of my 
slaves remained as_ true als ip au ce 2 Jet Ape 155 
believers and some became 
non-believers; whoever said 
that the rain was due to the 2% y Tee GUS aay ll Hay 
Blessings and the Mercy of ) 
Allah had belief in Me and he 
disbelieves in the stars, and " SEE BAT 4 Ss Ud 
whoever said that it rained 


% NS 93 JB ge Lily SEY 


z 


because of a particular star 
had no belief in Me but 
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believes in that star.' " 
Sahth al-Bukhari 846 


7. It is reported on the authority Me 23 985 less Shs 
of Abu Huraira that the ae ea 
Messenger of Allah (may JÉ isa dale 33 ds cbs all 
peace and blessings be upon ¿5 whe E A de Wis e shah 
him) said: Don't you know ) 
what your Lord said? He | ‘53 & CAS as Ges 
observed: I have never 46 
endowed My bondsmen with 
a favor, but a section amongst 5 
them disbelieved it and said: 
Stars, it was due to the stars. 
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4.2.3 Man-made superstitions about eclipses 














It is also to be noted that in some cultures, it is considered prohibited to 
go out during the solar eclipse, especially for women. Though it is unsafe 
to look directly at the sun during the eclipse, there is no harm proven for 
just being out there, including for women. The narrations below explain 
that Asma R.A. came to the mosque during the eclipse. They also explain 
that the companions were gathered in the mosque through a call during 
eclipses. 





8. It was narrated that Ayesha jú chas 3 au a aes ice i 
R.A. said: "The sun was E 


eclipsed during the time of ESA! > 2 zei) E Asi Eis 
the Messenger of Allah (%), 
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and the Prophet (5) 
commanded a caller to call 
out that prayer was about to 
begin in the congregation. So 
they gathered and formed 
rows, and he led them in 
prayer, bowing four times in 
two Raka'at and prostrating 
four times." 
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Narrated Asma' bint Abu 
Bakr: I came to “Aisha during 
the solar eclipse. The people 
were standing (offering 
prayer) and she too, was 
standing and offering prayer. 
I asked, "What is wrong with 
the people?" She pointed 
towards the sky with her 
hand and said, Subhan 
Allah!" I asked her, "Is there a 
sign?" She nodded with her 
When 


Messenger  (%) 


head meaning, yes. 
Allah's 
finished 
glorified and praised Allah 


(the prayer), he 
and said, "There is not 
anything that I have not seen 
before but I have seen now at 
this place of mine, even 
Paradise and Hell. It has been 
revealed to me that you 
people will be put to trial 
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nearly like the trial of Ad- ax ON Ge i et 
Dajjal, in your graves. As for 
the true believer or a Muslim | &! & i ea 
(the sub-narrator is not sure Es oY ASE 
as to which of the two (words l , j 
Asma' had said) he will say, "US ES gas Č 
‘Muhammad came with clear 
signs from Allah, and we 
responded to him (accepted 
his teachings) and believed 
(what he said)' It will be said 
(to him) 'Sleep in peace; we 
have known that you were a 
true believer who believed 
with certainty.' As for a 
hypocrite or a doubtful 
person, (the sub-narrator is 
not sure as to which word 
Asma' said) he will say, 'I do 
not know, but I heard the 
people saying something and 














so I said the same. 


Sahth al-Bukhari 7287 


4.3 Importance of tawhid 


Islam puts a strong emphasis on the Tawheed of Allah swt — monotheism — as its 
core belief. It is mentioned in Surah Luqman (Surah Luqman 31:13): 








Do not associate anyone with Allah. Indeed, polytheism is a mighty 








oppression. 
Surah Lugman 31:13 


When Muslims read the ayat in Quran addressing the polytheists, they sometimes 
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think that they were only meant for the people of some past generations. 
However, the above-mentioned myths in various cultures about eclipses indicate 
that this phenomenon is very much alive in numerous cultures around the world 
in today’s age too. Many people still worship certain gods other than One True 
God and believe that what happens in the world is because of their actions or will. 
Many people still consider the sun and moon to be their gods. The Quran 
mentions (Surah Haa Meem 41:37): 
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Among His signs are the day and the night, the sun and the moon. Do 
not prostrate yourselves before the sun or the moon; rather prostrate 
yourselves before Allah, Who created them both, if you truly are His 
worshippers. 


Surah Haa Meem 41:37 


Islamic viewpoint clarifies that there are no deities besides Allah and none of the 
phenomena of nature happen because of the things that people take as their gods 
apart from Allah swt. They happen when Allah wills and as per the principles, 
laws, and systems He has put in place to maintain order in this world. They will 
continue this way till the time He decides to end this cycle and commence the day 
of judgment. 








4.4 Eclipses as a means of reminder for the day of judgment and 
punishments to the previous generations: 


When the day of judgment would come, it is believed that the normal rotations, 
orbits, and motions of the stars and planets would cease (as understood from 
several chapters of the Quran). We can never remain oblivious to that day and 
cannot consider it to be far. While understanding that the phenomena such as 
eclipses are a part of the design of this universe created by Allah swt, one should 
still repent and hurry back to Allah swt in dua and prayer. The previous 
generations were oblivious to the punishments of Allah till the time they got 
inflicted with them. When the signs of nature appeared in front of them indicating 
the forthcoming calamity, they took them lightly. As Muslims, we should not 
miss any opportunity to establish and strengthen our connection with our Lord 
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and to remind ourselves of the last day. Eclipses, like other natural events, should 
serve to get us closer to our Rabb. 


45 Islamic Astronomy 


After looking at the theological side, let us know view a historical perspective. 
At the time, when people used to talk about creatures in the heavens eating the 
sun or the moon, the book that our Prophet & brought with him clearly told the 
world that the Sun and the Moon are circulating in their orbits, and they are all in 
a movement. Their path is predetermined. It is Allah swt Who does not let them 
deviate from their paths so that they remain in our service, and we benefit from 
them during the day and the night. If they align with each other during their 
rotation at a time, this is not a sign of Allah’s punishment or wrath but a natural 
phenomenon. The scholars who followed the blessed footsteps of the Prophet & 
adopted the same approach that he * preached and avoided superstitions. 


4.5.1 The status of the study of astronomy in Islam 


In Islam, science was never considered separate from religion. Rather than getting 
involved in any superstitions, the Muslim scientists utilized these astronomical 
indications in the Quran and expounded on this field making significant 
discoveries (King, 2000, 2008). Not believing in any myths or man-made stories, 
the Muslim scholars had to understand the reality of the sun and moon as they 
really are. In the Western hemisphere, there are few reliable records of eclipses 
before AD 800, until the advent of Arab and monastic observations in the early 
medieval period. The Cairo astronomer Ibn Yunus wrote that the calculation of 
eclipses was one of the many things that connect astronomy with Islamic law 
because it allowed knowing when Salatul Kusoof can be made. 


Muslim scholars wrote some of the most profound books on astronomy in their 
time that paved the way for future research on this important topic. The study of 
astronomy always remained within the curriculum of the Islamic seminaries 
(Hilgendorf, 2003; Ibrahim et al., 2012; Islam, 2010). They considered it their 
obligation to pass on this information about the signs or ayat of Allah swt in the 
skies in the same manner as they passed on the knowledge of ayat and signs of 
Allah swt in His book. Muslim scholars during the golden age used to be poly- 
scientists who not only used to be the experts of the scripture, but also the experts 
in astronomy, medicine, chemistry, algebra, and countless other fields. 


4.5.2 Staring at the Eclipse and Muslim scholars 
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Looking directly at the sun without eye protection during a solar eclipse 
can cause eye damage. Unlike solar eclipses, lunar eclipses are safe to 
view without any eye protection or special precautions, as they are 
dimmer than the full Moon. However, there are ways to safely view a 
solar eclipse too. 
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Photo: A manuscript containing records of the eclipses of 993 (solar), 1001 


(lunar), 1002 (lunar), and 1004 (solar) CE, from the Hakemite Tables compiled 
by the Cairo astronomer Ibn Yunus, c. 1005. 


We know the safest way to observe a solar eclipse is through a "camera 
obscura," an optic phenomenon when an image is projected through a 
tiny pinhole, which is then reversed and inverted. In the 4th century after 
Hijrah, Islamic scholar Hasan Ibn al-Haytham (who is also known as ‘the 
father of the modern optics’; Latinised name: ‘Alhazen’) became the first 
to build and use camera obscura in observing and measuring solar 
eclipses. In his manuscript "On the Shape of the Eclipse," he correctly 
identifies that the moon, sun, and Earth vary in shapes and that it is unsafe 
to stare directly at the sun during an eclipse. 
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Painting: Ibn Al-Haytham, the father of modern optics, demonstrating the 
functioning of pinhole camera which explains the functioning of the human eye 
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4.6 Summary: 


In chapters 3 and 4, we have seen that in the absence of proper astronomical 
knowledge, people of the past came up with various myths to explain the 
phenomena of nature. Some of the people believed that the eclipses happened as 
a result of some huge animal or demon eating the sun or the moon. Some 
considered it to be a result of the fight between the gods or certain animals. Some 
considered it a sign of God’s wrath or an indication of future events. In today’s 
age when we have access to complete details of the orbits of the earth, sun, moon, 
and other celestial objects, one can easily see that those myths were far from 
reality. Such myths were spread across the globe. Even the Arabs in the period of 
ignorance also held such a belief. However, the Prophet * being the true Prophet 
of the true religion of the True God, denounced such misconceptions and 
explained that these are natural phenomena and they do not occur due to some 
worldly events. However, they are signs of Allah swt for the people to ponder 
upon and realize the greatness of their Creator. We should therefore make dua, 
offer prayer, do dhikr, and give charity whenever we witness them. 
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5. Some inner dimensions to reflect upon during the eclipses 


To feel the essence of an act of worship or an event, one has to connect 
with its inner dimensions. These inner dimensions or inner realities 
enable us to attain the most benefit and spiritual enhancement out of our 
worship. In the absence of the understanding of these dimensions, our 
acts become mere rituals. Therefore, many scholars of the past have 
extensively written about the inner dimensions. Following their footsteps, 
we have also made a very humble effort to present some inner dimensions 
relevant to the topic at hand. 


5.1 The inner dimensions that would bring us closer to Allah swt 


5.1.1 Signs to ponder upon 


One should not just consider the sun, the moon, the stars, and natural 
phenomena as some random objects in his surroundings. Rather, they are 
the signs of Allah which He has put in place for our guidance. One should 
therefore ponder deeply on these signs and acquire wisdom through such 
reflection and observation. 
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For sure, in the creation of the heavens and the earth and the 
alternation of the night and the day, there are signs for men of 
understanding. Those who remember Allah while standing, sitting, 
and lying on their sides, and meditate on the creation of the heavens 
and the earth. Then cry out:" Our Rabb! You have not created this in 
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vain. Glory to You! Save us from the punishment of Fire. 











A 90 0 


The following mention in the Bible is also important to be noted: 
There will be signs in the sun, moon, and stars. (Luke 21:25) 


5.1.2 Sun and Moon subservient 
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And He has made the night and the day and the sun and the moon 
subservient [to His laws, so that they be of use] to you; And all the 
stars are subservient to His command: in this, behold, there are 
messages indeed for people who use their reason! 


Surah Nahl 16:12 


In the above ayah, Allah swt has said that the night, day, sun, moon, and 








stars have all been made to serve us by the command of Allah swt. All 
this system is set for the benefit of mankind. Had the night not being there, 
the humans would not have had the ability to take a rest. The processes 
in the botanical world would never have happened. The oxygen we 
breathe would have vanished long ago. Had the day not being there, we 
would not have been able to work and earn our living. The system of day 
and night and the sun and moon is there to serve us. Yet we are ungrateful 
to our Creator Who blesses us so much. Even though He has elevated our 
status as human beings, yet we often go to the level of animals and make 
the cycle of “eating-drinking-working-reproducing-sleeping” all that we 
do in our life. This calls the people of intellect to ponder upon their 
approach and correct it before it gets too late. 


Another beautiful aspect that we understand from this ayah is that even 
these large celestial bodies are following the commands of Allah swt. We, 
on the other hand, are not more than an extremely tiny dot in front of 
them, yet we openly disobey the Creator of this universe. Because of their 
submission to the will and command of Allah, these celestial bodies are 
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pure Muslims. What can we say about our state of affairs? If we also 
believe and act like Muslims and if we also submit solely to the will of 
Allah, we will be in harmony and sync with everything around us. If so 
happens, we will feel the real sweetness of iman. When our praise of Allah 
swt echoes with the praise of other creations in the heavens and on the 
earth, our soul will receive the elevation it deserves. 


5.1.3 Who controls the celestial beings? 


Have you ever thought about the size, mass, and weight of these celestial 
bodies revolving around us and how accurately they revolve and rotate 
in courses assigned to them? Just imagine what would happen if they start 
deviating from their path. What would be the impact on gravity if so 
happens? What would happen to the timing or even existence of the day 
and night? How many massive collisions and destructions would happen 
in the skies? What sort of impacts would it cause to life on earth? We all 
know that even imaging this would be terrifying for the people of 
knowledge. However, there is Someone Who is the Mightiest. He has 
power over everything. It is He upon Whose commands this system runs 
smoothly. It is He Who does not let any deviation happen in the defined 
paths and orbits of these celestial travelers. When He would allow this 
deviation to happen, no one will be able to stop it. We should endeavor 
to understand these testimonials of His glory, might, power, and 
greatness. Through them, we should endeavor to understand Him and 
gain closeness to Him. If we are able to do so, that is what real success is. 
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Verily, it is God [alone] who upholds the celestial bodies and the 
earth, lest they deviate [from their orbits] - for if they should ever 
deviate, there is none that could uphold them after He will have 
ceased to do so. [But,] verily, He is ever-forbearing, much-for-giving! 


Surah Fatir 35:41 
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If you ask them (O Prophet) who created the heavens and the earth 
and subdued the sun and the moon (for the benefit of people), they 
will certainly say, “Allah!” How can they then be deluded "from the 
truth”? 


Surah Al-Ankabut 29:61 


5.2 The inner dimensions that enhance our love for the Prophet E 








None of the male descendants of the Prophet * could survive beyond 
their childhood. Had they been alive, people would have given them extra 
privileges and status because of their lineage. As this is not what Islam 
stands for, i.e. superiority because of who you are born to, Allah swt did 
not keep them alive. His son Ibrahim was born when he was 61 years old. 
When he died, it was a moment of great sadness for him. An eclipse in 
Madina, coincidently, happened at that time. Based on the superstitions 
of the times of ignorance, some people started saying that eclipse had 
happened because of the sadness prevalent on earth and in the skies 
because of the death of the son of the Prophet *. Any false prophet would 
have endorsed this to be true and mentioned it as a sign of his 
prophethood. But it was only Prophet Muhammad * who had the 
courage to still preach the truth in such a moment of grief too. At that 
moment too, he reminded people to not fall into superstitions about the 
natural phenomenon. This is not what you would expect from a false 
Prophet. It was only the Imam Al-Anbia whose goal and the objective were 
only to spread the truth and guidance with no concern whatsoever for 
any personal benefits and gains. May Allah’s countless countless 
countless countless blessings be upon our beloved Master *. May we be 
sacrificed in the love of our beloved =! 
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of the Messenger of Allah (#) 
and he rushed out, dragging 
his cloak until he came to the 
masjid. He continued leading 
us in prayer until the eclipse 
ended. When it ended, he 
said: 'People claim that the 
eclipse of the sun and moon 
only happen when a great 
man dies, but that is not so. 
Eclipses of the sun and the 
moon do not happen for the 
death or birth of anyone, but 
they are signs from Allah 


(SWT), the Mighty, and 
Sublime. When Allah, the 
Mighty and Sublime, 
manifests Himself to 


anything of His creation, it 
humbles itself before Him, so 


if you see that then pray like 


the last obligatory prayer you 
did before that.'" 
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Sunan an-Nasa'i 1485 - Saheeh (except the last part) 


The part of the above hadith which is Saheeh has been reported through 
a large number of narrations. 


5.3 


Inner dimensions that make us humble 


5.3.1 The eclipse should be a means for us to attain taqwa 








11. 





Abu Musa reported: The sun 
eclipsed during the time of 
the Apostle of Allah (may 
peace be upon him). He stood 
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in great anxiety fearing that it 
might be Doomsday, till he j ) 
came to the mosque. He stood se cs mel cl ceded JU 
up to pray with prolonged | 4 KS af EEE play ale AN 
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transmitted by Ibn 'Ala the 
words are:" The sun 


eclipsed"."" He frightens His 
servants." 


Sahih Muslim 912 
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13. | It was narrated from Qabisah | ¿us Gis Jb ENE ec 
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Prophet of Allah (#) prayed 
two Raka'at until it ended. 
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lunar eclipse) happens, pray 
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causes something to happen." 


Sunan an-Nasa'i 1487 - Daif 


5.3.2 Why did the Prophet # feel fear during the eclipses? 


There are numerous indications in the Quran that indicate that when the 
day of judgment will come, unusual things will happen on earth and in 
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the skies. Some of what will happen on that day are summarized below: 
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When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars fall, 
dispersing, And when the mountains are removed. And when full- 
term she-camels are neglected. And when the wild beasts are 
gathered. And when the seas are filled with flame. And when the 
souls are paired. And when the girl [who was] buried alive is asked. 
For what sin she was killed. 


And when the pages are made public. And when the sky is stripped 
away. And when Hellfire is set ablaze. And when Paradise is brought 
near, A soul will [then] know what it has brought [with it]. So I swear 
by the retreating stars - Those that run [their courses] and disappear 
-And by the night as it closes in. And by the dawn when it breathes. 
[That] indeed, the Qur’an is a word [conveyed by] a noble messenger. 
[Who is] possessed of power and with the Owner of the Throne, 








secure [in position]. 


Surah An-Najam 53:57-61 
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When the sky breaks apart. And when the stars fall, scattering, And 
when the seas erupt. And when the [contents of] graves are scattered, 
A soul will [then] know what it has put forth and kept back. O 
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mankind, what has deceived you concerning your Lord, the 
Generous! 


Surah Infitar 82:1-6 
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He asks, “When is the Day of Resurrection?”, So when vision is 
dazzled, And the moon darkens. 


And the sun and the moon are joined, Man will say on that Day, 
“Where is the [place of] escape?” 


No! There is no refuge. To your Lord, that Day, is the [place of] 
permanence. Man will be informed that Day of what he sent ahead 
and kept back. Rather, man, against himself, will be a witness, 


Surah Qayamah 75:6-14 
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Verily, it is Allah who upholds the celestial bodies and the earth, lest 
they deviate [from their orbits] - for if they should ever deviate, there 
is none that could uphold them after He will have ceased to do so. 








[But,] verily, He is ever-forbearing, much-for-giving! 


Surah An-Najam 53:57-61 
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That [Last Hour] which is so near draws ever nearer. None but Allah 
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